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ME ? By Wirmn Struych

wnere've always boen people wlo awvsolutely reruse.to believe a sto-
ry, however nice 2t sounds, 1f 1it's not printed in t..elr own favorite
la1ly paper. s3ince the davs ol a certain Thaomas tinis ract brought sorrow
and shame to many a man. «nd taougzh tae situation improved a lot when
seience riction was invented (the [lying saucers also did taeir NS
tyrustful believing is still a far ldea in tais world,

Ask poor Johnny Malcolm (no relation to possible other malco%ms;,
who'!s now looking for rooms all over our city, Just because of this nate-
ful disbelief. IF any of you guys, or dolls, know ol a alce apartment to

let, give him the word, won't you? Uhat is, if you believe my story.
which I doubt. but at least you are stf [ans.

The whole thing started that night wihen Joanny was mearching nome
Srom somewhere, The boy was just coming nome, as you and 1 and aundreds
of other people are doing every night., It was just that e was I'eeling
30 lonely that made the difference. when a young man, of smeall means and
too shy by nature to easily make friends, has to live all by himself in
cented rooms, he's bound to get lonesome, seer wiie wore so, when such a
nan is walking beneath the stars ancé spring in the air and couples in
love passing him by. Under such circumstances, "tonely" is nardly the
word, ‘uLousy', tnat's it. I didn't even have to lookx 1t upv in my diction-
ary. It must be the proper word, because ['ve neard 1t a tiousand times
from the G.I.'s of 1945, So that was how John was rfeeling wiren he first
saw that kitten. 1o tell the truth, he actually didn't see 1t just taen,
but ne wouldn't ihave seen the beast at all if her wailing cries hadn't
clended so nicely with his thoughts, rflor a moment ne didn't kaow if tnose
plaintive tones originated in his head or outside. And he had to make
sure. rortunately, tiie kitten was there to relieve his i'ears, In tals way
ne started with a disadvantage immediately. uenerally, Jo.anny didn't
go for cats.

Dogs, yes,cats, no. 'fiiouga somenow or otiner he'd never gotten to
buying one, his own dog, looking at it's master (Jghnny) with adoring
eyes. But normally, he wouldn't have Looked twice at a cat. Mot until
now., ''his goes to show you agaln how deep a wan may sink in ais longing
for company. This is a penetrating thou ht, at wihich L arrived after
long thinking. well, not that long, maybe, but long enough to give Joanny
the opportunity to come down on nis knees beside the little beast. Not
long enough, unfortunately, to miss the peculiar sounds he was producing.
Did you ever hear women fussing over a baby? mugt I say more?

In the meantime, the kitten was wasning 1ts paws, as 138 taeir way;
{ mean, mewing like mad to get your attention, and getting dignirfied
when you start wmaking “pussy, pussy'. wvhis one was no better tnan its
Cellows, macia time Johnny walked away, it rollowed, imitating the tor-
cured souls in hell. when he returned, it sat down and looked elsewhere.
3eing the kind-hearted man Johnny was, this procedure could nhave only one,
inevitable, result., In fact, the cat knew long beiore John arrived at
the same conclusion, and at his front door witn the kitten in his arms.
Jp the stairs they went. Softly, softly, on tiptoe, as not to disturb
ais landlady in her giumbers, pand ladies are a suspicious lot, he knew.
slways thninking the worst, and without the slightest understanding for :3



d4ust an innocent friondship”, sut thut's more a personal eiyerience,

and has nothing to do with John, wao peac:ied .ls rooil unseen and uninseard,
lle hoped, But what is hope? I've hoped to ot rica since the days of my
youth, but will I?% Hal

Phe kitten Lfelt at homs immediately, and alter exgloriag aer new-
found haven, she curled hersell on her benefactor's lap and lerft nim to
his own tioougits., wisialful taoughts, L aust contess, e dad congany now,
sure, iis room seemed to be somewnat brighter, sure, But to call the Slt~
uation highly entertaining, well,,... no, Now, if instead of tnls kitten,
he'd gotten a nice big dog, to wnich you could speak vigorous, manly
words.,." ...

And John, always inclined to day dreaming, ot so absorbed in this
particular dream, that he soon didn't even realize tae reality in ais lap
[\ C)anymore. Lt 1s a regrettable oversignt, because,
~"Awnere a few minutes ago the kitten nad becn, was now
a hazy, misty shimaering substaance, waereapon tiae
lovers of surernatural pacnomenons would have reasted,
for one moment, growing bigger all tie time, it seem=~
ed a strange wmiscut of cat and dog, but tihen Joan's
imagination made a darin; leap, and wita an exasper-
ated sigh,the nearly steadied outline on his lap dis-
(:} Ci> appoared anew in swirling mists. 1t grew rapidly, and
increased so much in weight now, that even the wost
obstinate daydreamer couldn't possibly nave failled
to notice. Too late now to move nimsels away Lrom the
horror on nis la., Joan could only stare and swallow,
Before he actually realized what ne was staring at,
the most beutirul girl he ever saw was staring back
t:::;7 at nim, And believe me, she was worta a look or two.
Now, I don't want to write a pornogrepnic story, but
c:mb I must keey it scientifically justified. in respect
of  this, may I remind you of tie Lact that kittens
wear no clothes, and that ciothes nave to come Irom somewaere, and they
weren't there before. It was Newton himself who Iound this when tane apple
fell on 2is head. what's good enough for ihim sihould be good enougn ior
me. 4And you,

Consequently, tie girl in John's lap was just thav, I mean, just a
girl, without superfluous additions, aven Jonn, wao never had a sister,
could see that much. There were 'tanings* to be seen that didn't leave a
doubt, and John wasn'i bliind. nweither was the girl. waough newborn, as
you might call her, shc very well noticed the admiration in his eyes,
Her first words proveod her womanhood, illogical as ever: 'So tnls is how
you want me to be, why didn't you tell me sooner? way give me so uuch
trouble?"

Sec what I mean? women! aAlways ready to put the blame on a man.

You know, wo Irom Venus can takc any form we want; of course, but
the custom 13 to take tine form our pariner wentsa. 1that's only decent,
isn't it? when I crashed herc on your planct, nowever, it boing the
first time 1 could come so rar, I didn't know thec c.referancce of pcople
here. So whlmt could I do? I had to contuct somcone, somchow, didn't 1%
and then you cawme along. I tried to read your mind, aand you did think of
that littlc animal, didn't you? Ur was it that biggcr onc first? I got
g0 mixed up, .and I tried everytining, and it got to be this form, and....
do you mind terribly, Joanay?! Johnay didn't, Had ne been thinking of a

(con't on .ago 6)
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Apres-Midi D un Fan
TERRY. . CARR

Jan Jansen's artizle a fow VOID!g ago set me to thiniing about some of
the difficulties in trying to be a fan in a non-inglish~speaking country,
Disregarding the more obvious things such as lack of stfmags and inabil-
ity of meny people to read the rew U.3. and U.i.. ones that do* drdf t51n3
how uabcut the truf'an who wants to spread the word around?

Now,it's bad enough in the United States and kngland. If I, ror instance,
walked Uy to the man Un The Street and said, "Say, rriend, ever consider
Joining fandom? Get lots of egoboo, read fanmags, and so on. £ngage in a
little crifanac, ilcks!'s=-~why, I'd get a hell of a blank stare.

The situation is worse in Burope, I should imagine. ror instance, just
how do you transiate "fandom" and "ogoboo" and 'crifanac"? On, sure, you
can leave them in the origlonal terms, but their meaning then is even
less clear than they are in English. Ghu, at least in mnglish they em-
ploy recognizable snglish conatructions (the "dom" in "fandom") and pabpts
ol normal words ("crifenac” and "egoboo"). unce you explain the meaning
to an wnglish-speaking person he can grasp the way the word grew. %Yo a
man who spcaks a dilfferent language, the word is a mystery even after he
knows 1ts meaning. and hell, some of the words are Pretty interesting by
dint of their very construction. "wgoboo!, for instance, has a pretty
humorous sound to lt~~if you're accustomed to the semantic connotations

of the sounds in ¥nglish, ;

And il you do decide to translate fannish Jargon, you'll still run into
difficulty. Is "fandom" masculine or feminine? (Of course, vLaney would
asgign it to u neuter article, but that's beside the point.)

Or let's say you're in Spain and you want to dro. off a few "sig brother
Is watching You!" cards., after a few times you'll suddenly realize that
the people who .ind the cards don't have perplexed expressions on their
faces for the reaaon you intended them---hell, they can't read them!
Iranslate them? But what kick 4is there in leaving cards saying "ui
uermano Mayor esta mirandole a Ud,"? Somehow 1t takes all the fun out of
It

If you €0 to rrance you've got to have your yuote-cards read '‘Tucker
est mort" ,,.no fun at all, I say.

but like I mentioned earlier, it's pretty hard to get rans even in the

U.S. I think maybe we should have a class in fandom established at all

major universities, why, just think,..you could even get trublue stfish
credits for taking the course!

I can see it all now. rrofesgor f#loyd Scrilch stands before the class
and says, 'In the beginning there was Ghu. He created fan-heaven and
mirth,.." (ran-style humor is supposed to be the main thing that sets
Us Apart from ordinary mortals.) He tells all the eager neof'en about the
history of fandom, the rigid caste system (perhaps for a beginning we
could get this installed as a special section rfor socioiogy ma jors),

the fannish language. Textbooks? why, "The Immortal Storm" and ES



the "rancyoloycdia!,

sddterm tests would be or the usual ty.e, but the Yinal would be onc blg
whopping ono-shot Seasion, urades would be determincd by the revicws tho
onc-shot received, ‘fho rroressor could gather much matcrial for his own
lanmag by assigning term roporta,

;Brhups...pcPhQQS, after a whilc, we could ovon gct fandom in as a sepy-
rate major field or study., a fey, spocial 800Ps curpiculum could be added
handling the opcration ol du,licatlng machincs of all typcs, 4 pym classg
could be established rlacing ewnphasis on abiliity to consume nuge amounts
of bheer and Juck Daniels, Yhose with doctors' excuses from .o, could
concerntrate on chola,

And the finale? at draduation, those students who have majored in l'andom
could wear robes made op mimeo stencils, and would have Propellers on
their caps ingtead or tassels. Those who falled, or course, would receive
in place of a diploma five rounds of ghee. dip; those who Passed could
8¢t a geanyouwine certiried Swamp-crittur badge!

(continued r'rom Page L'oupr)
kltten before he say her, or was it arterr WOy, no, it nad to be I'irst,
Oh, well, wﬁy‘bother? S0 she came I'rom Venus, eh, she was an alien? what

The more exrerienced amoung you will know what should have happened
next. No need to read further, theyt11 say, the rcst is obvious, spare
us the details, But they're wrong. and how, Because the landlady was still
more experienced, and gt this moment she entered the room., without
knocking, too., And can you beat it (I told you the world was bad, didn'g
1?), sho didn't believe 206 word about the whole story., Not about the
kitten, not about Venus, nothing about crashing SPaceships, what a woman,

SO0 now, John is looking ror an apartment, Could anybody help? He
doesn't need much, Just one room I'or one man and a kitten

e r R P 13

A W NOTES, ., ... _

"As thIS 1S an akward issue, and we don't know how many pages 1t'll
have, I'd better get In my editorisal where I can, and add anything elsec
that comes along later, If you are the type person who Pages through imgz
and reads everything but the editorial, you have Probably noticed that
there is & conrop at the end of thish, (This has a chiliing effect on no,
‘cause I think of what wlght happen if there's no conrep,., )

Yhis part of vVOID (about uy to rege 19, I imagine) is being wimeoed
in the Christmas vacation, and the sccond part, which will contain the
report and anything else that comcs in (latc, a8 certain rcvicws are
without material to work over). rom reading this you can tell eXactly
how it was done. in one fine rush. Not this I'irst part so wuech, but I
hate to think of the hurry the second will be made up in,

AT this moment I'm still walting for parts of tne orr'icial program
to come in, becausc the Amas mail has slowed it down Somewhat, mMail has
been irregular; we received a card from Julian rarr on Christmas morning,
which may be 3trange to you, but not to the Gorman rostal System, 1T
there is a system to it.f{ The yearly willis card, fillecd with good
humor and puns (thero's a difference, Y'know) arrived on Amas eve, was
read, and I didn't sleey well that night,

ﬁ? +£082ibly there will be more of this editorial thing later on, uand
then possibly not. uh well, you can Rop.este & === gab




\/ () l E) t Ur maybe thls should be called 'null neviews!,
— - 1t seems to mean the same thing. Oh well.....

/"65? L/’/ (E? L/L/ f;.TAUITUm, benny Sodek, editor, 1432 Calhoun St.,

New Urleans 18, wouisiana. 15¢ a throw, 4/50¢,

the column with pubbed about elght times a year, which makes
the monotonous it.....ah.,.irregular, mimeoed. TAC is an
titlie interesting Littlie mag, {'rom the sSauth, and

naturally real southern and like that, It's one
of the advance guard oI a great Iiood, lLike the
red tide, of southern zines that a»e sure to
crop Up in the near future, I say this because the South is beginning to
be heard now in the fannish world, with zines like £ ITOME (which by all
signs, tho, has rolded), Hani, and TAC, Also, though I haven't seen a
copy of it, I hear Jan Sadler has her SuiANder out now. "The Chopping
Block" is fanzines by the editor, and very well done, too. I see Benny
reviews VOID, and even believes that Chola line, another who couldn't
see through it all, The Clevention report by nent Corey, editor of AuLICw,
is pretty good, and gives the Lowdown on 'Cheech Beldone wllison' and
the New York gang. Jan 3adler, femmefan of 16, gives a conrep on the
Agacon, which by all appearances was a real riot. 1've been to many of
the places mentioned, and it seems a rfunny thing to look back on someone
else's views of the same place. Dallas Derogation is a well done taleoff
on Raeburn's Derelictl Derogation, and brings to Light the few fans of
DallaS..s.+s00PS,,... VALLAS region. The Silent One uistens is an above-
adverage lettercol, and the most amazing thing about it is the fact that
Rick Sneery didn't misspell one word in his whole letter, which was four
Pharagraphs. and that's no mean thing, believe me, Or maybe I can't tell
if they're wrong,....

ALrHA, Jan Jansen and Dave Vendelmans, eds. 229 perchemlei Becrgernout,
Antwerp, bBelgium, 15¢ each (?), guarterly, mimeoed. Thish of aLrHA is the
first of the yuarterly series, and the last of the co-editor issuos. :from
now on there wili be two 'd's under the same cover. There will be a 'Jan!
gection and a 'vave' gectlion, each run under dirfrferent editors and con-
taining what each selects for the zine, Just like the oiLd CU3MaG/SrD
days, except the pages might not be reversed. The reason for the splLit is
not given, but I have a good idea from what JJ told me a wnile back., an'
I ain't gono say, neither.... There's an article on religion by anton
hagatzy which is adverage, and not what I consider the right to.ic for
fanzines. keliglon is becoming a large subjcot (always has becn, for *that
matter), and has been played up a lot in fanzines. But I maintain that
fanmags are for fannish (or, if you prefer, sercon) material, not reli-
gion. 1'd suggest a change or something. ambrosia this time is small but
intoeresting, and good. 1'm waiting to see what will happen to 'a' whon

it splits,

UMBHA, John Hitchcock, ye od., 15 arbutus ave., Baltimoro 28, Md. 10¢
per, 3/25/, irregular but frequent, duplicated, John is a college student
who has a thrist for fandom and Ioreign languages. and his mag reflects
his personality very well, The editorial, Etn Thi apxhi 1s good, but I
wish I knew what the blamed thing meant. Sounds like Greck or maybe Lating
they used a lot of 'x's., Larry St.:rk writes ol the many sins of the guy
who owns NBC, rat weaver. The ed nimselr gives his life history with
fannish comments, and writes one of the best things in the issue. Tho
vian with « roker was fairly interesting, and could be commented on with
humorous results, cut I don't feel Like doing it. Uit Vlaanderen (who
thinks up these titles?) tngels by Jgn Jansen is the best thing in the
issue, and very well written., It concerns the poliay of fancds toward
staples and other fanzines, a topic which never ' <:rs out in my ooinion.
The many things a faned has to mako decisions on and the tnings heo 2
should be aware oI make interesting reading for me, and not only ¥




becauge it's my concern, elthor, UMbha's Llotter coxunin 1s 2bovs adverabo,
and I found u,d. Carr's missive the most interesting of tas ilow, whici
brings us to Chickenscratches, rcviews by the vditvor, busides tlio m.e-
take on how to spell Toxas (John obviously iorgot to put the tyver back
on normal and the shift lock rolled merrily along,) the revicws arc very
good, and woell writton, In short, Undh. is a Jolly Good YAE#S meg, and
it would be to your advantage to get 1it,

BEM, Mal Lshworth and Ted white, eds. Malash's address: 40, rekdln ost.,
Tong St,, Bradford 4, Yorks, kngland. Irregular, mimeoced, tils is the
well-known next-toe-theelast-issue of b4, tho humor-zino of Sritian., Not
the humor-zine, you understand, but about the best, I think, “"Uncle rrank
and the Early Birds" by tigel Lindsay was the funniest thing by far,

and the best lino was "Snakes are not slimy, they just glisten,' That
sent: me into beollows of laughter. WNext comes a wiliiscapcade, "rhe Case
uf ti.e vitcp.earing ran'", that oxplains why bob Tucker returned from the
dead, amoung other things. rost Humus' most interesting letter was by
Terry Jecves, using tho Jeoves Kwik-Speed dumnying system, Glancing down
the page 1t occurs to mo that there is still another Carr now in fandom,
G.m., Terry, and now Joan. If This Goes un,.,., anyway, 1 would advise
you to get thoe last 1sh of by, as I suspect it will have +hals something
special which makes the last issues of good mags their best,

rEON, wec hiddlo, ¢d, 108 Dunham St., Norwich, Conn. 207 each, %1.00/6,
Irrcgular, mimcoed., It secms every issue of »PLON gets better. uither the
dugrlication improves, the material is above £iOn's high advcrags, or there
arc some good cartoons that highlight the issuc., This number has every-
thing, and all of them good. Lce¢ has a new mimeograph, of foreign make,
clectrically operated, which yields wonderful rcsults. how il it was only
donc in royal bluc ink..... "the rall of Ygnarth" by 4in Carter is a well-
written fentasy about the various kingdoms and such of Ikranos, a not-
land. rantastufr, by Terry Carr, is onc ol tnc best columns FrIUN carries,
and thc¢ only onc devoted to pure intercsting notes; its main asset is

the way Tcerry kccps them short and to the point. The rfannish 'rerfoct
Sguclch' this issue is terirfic. Eric Bentcliffe carries on in fine fash-
ion, followed by Jim Harmon, who makes another dasin at satire; this time
'rete friday's Dragging blues', Sort of good, but....well, there have

been others., Bob Lowndes does a longish (for the subject) article on '"bals
in Criticism" and Ted watkins comes after on science fiction. vave Mason,
the :ditor of COUP, writes about the 0ld ran and the wast Fanzine very
welli and ends on a political note. PEON Notes by wec himself relates the
story of his meeting with pasil Coukls, a Greek fan. All in all, £EON is
one of the best mags around today, and if you're not receiving it now,
write Lee at once.

PSI, Lyle Amlin, ed, 307 u, Fiorida, Hemet, Calif. 10¢ each; bi-monthly,
mimeoed with dupered cover. Since its first issue ¢3I has improved a lot,
and now has 24 pages. The mimeographing came through on tihe cover and
ruined it, but there wasn't much to ruin in the first place. The first
editorial is good, above adverage, and the gecond better. non &llik is a
character, Pete Ebeorhard rambles on about somc outdated books (like I Am
LEGEND) and does an adverage job of it. telice Perew writes about some
experiments in tclepathy which didn't prove much, and tries to project
the Spell Of The Unknown around, failing miserably, vyle runs a rating
column in his zine, a pratice I would like to gee more of, though I real-
ize 1t's a lot of work. rrovides egoboo, and you've got to admit that it
helps. Not much, tho., Janus, a poem of iour lines, takes an entire page,
in lettering guides, yet., 4 mighty weak cxcuse for fiilling up space, if
you ask me. The editor does the farmag rcviews, and doesn't understand, of
all zines, GRUE. This represents the revicwing attitude very well, and you
é% can draw your opinion from that statement. vainis Bisenieks writes




very well on an unlikely subject: exploring the moon on & pogo stick. Yhe
lettercol, a rfrench title, is below adverage, and the funniest taing in

it is where, just a few pages before, Amlin astatcs that he has to spread
the material thin this issue, Yhon, at tac end of the codumn, "L luo

more of hedd's lettep, but haven't got the room to print it, ! ah; a sescad
rap. laking everything into consideration, 1'd say the fmz isn't bad at
all, just a little above adverage.

CAMBER, Alan Dodd, ed. 77, Stanatoad nd,, Hoddesdon, Herts,, mngland.
Trregular, mimeocd, and I think alan will send you a copy Lor a lether of
comment or a trado, The day CAanbsk arrived it was raining, and we were
walting to be picked up at the Local AYa. The family car (a '52 black
Dodge) pulled up and we ran out to it througa a nail of wet droplets. T
picked the envelope lying on the front seat uv, and the flap fell open,
as a shower of sheets flow out. All 33 of them., liow, 1 like to receive
CaMBER, but if I have to assemble it myself... As a matter of ract, one
of the things that makes 1t hard to assemble aro tho hard covers, lhey're
tougn to get staples through, and then taere's tae other 31 sheets. rnakes
it hard to hold thc mag, also. Confused Thinking, by the editor, is. (sor-
ry, 1L couldn't resist that) How To wive On A staple Diet by non bpennett

1 think is the best thing in tne issue, and was throughly A
enjoyed lor 1its informative value., “ho thc subject 1is a
little old, the Staple war appears to still bo alive and
kicking. I expect it will keep that way for quite a long
while. There are 13 egobooful pages of fanmag reviews Dby
the editor, and a running account or the "wars Of The
Gods Of random’ by Vernon ashworth. vern scems to be
hali-in, half-out oI fandom, a state I know just won-
't exist for very long under his conditions. Having a
brother in fandom, reading fmz, and writing occasion- e

al letters and articles like this; they all hoedp to

drag a person into the marsh. Terry Jeeves has more egoboo in one issve
than I'vc ever seen berore, being mentioned 92 times. The rest contains 30
pages of letters, and this gets a little boring Towards the end. Too much
of a good thing, y'know.... If I were you, 1'd send for Uakbih as sooil as
possible. It may not have tne best material, but it nas a high adverage,
whicl is more than you can say for many other zines,

HYPHEN, Chuck Harris and walt willis, eds. walt's address ig 170 Upwver
Newtownards hoad, belfast, North Ireland. Irregular, Gestcntered, 15¢ oxr
1/- a copy. Unfortunately, it's been a long time since the 14th issue ol
W_" same out, and I can imagine the pleas walt reccived in the mail ror
the noxt ish. 'Y'he cover knocks a film Jim liked (and drcw much comment oo
the more scientific amoung us), woodchuck Harris contemplates joining
rakefandom, and damon knight reports in fine fashion the¢ Clevention, a
rather calm affair. I wonder ir that theory (can't remcmber where 1 heard
it) about the Americonventions has some truth in it? '52 was wild, '93
calm, '54 a mad house, and this year's was Af#d moderate again. uhod save
New York.... Bill Temple recounts his moving adventures, a thing tnat
happens to us very often., but at least we don't get suci characters o
elp" us! John perry tells of Bob ("Brouker of the ranlight') shaw and
his attempted dirty trick on George Charters, followed by railuvrc. 10TO
maintains its nigh standerd with good exerpts and interlineations, wnilc
Sadie shaw, BoShis frau describes their tramy to James white's house aad
back, all for nil. Another Chuck Harris (luckily he!s not on thig coniln-
cnt) mnkes implications right and left about his (there's a word L can'?¥
think of here; it meuns a person who has the saace name as another) and
WAW. An article like this makes one Stop 4nd think., If just onc ol these
things was true, 'twould be quite a story. wput then, I suppose Lucker
wasn't really born twice....was he? 0
BoSh admits he's soft-hearted, and the readers riot (sorry, hton...)>D



GONFAB, Bob retarowsky, ed, box 63«4, horfoli, wnebr, irade or letter will
£eL you one, maybe some money, "4 sometimes-zine", ditloed, Ihe last 1isue
of CONrAB was one yealr apo; Janurapry 51, ~2d L had given up all hope oi
ever seeing it Lor a long time, So the other day tnlis than group of ditto-
ed shoats held together by a Tew staples came in wita the pogular shipment
of fmz from the States (have to come over by shi., y'know), wshn (does
anybody know who he 1s?) is ercrpresent witin nis 1llos, few bad, most good,
and Bloch renders more envertainmen®t per page of type Laan anybody else.
My copy has one bright page in it (7) and the rest Look as il they could
use a shot of gin or whatever bob usges, the CunNraAb of okd may return if 1t
can get up the necessary spirit (aot gin), but this is a small example of
what it used to be, wet's walt and gee if anything happens,

out of the darkness of wmngland comes k10D, Terry Jeoves and Zric Bent-
cliffe, eds, frio's address is 47, alldis St., ureatmoor, sStockport,Ches.,
tnglend., Irregular,..about every three months, 15¢ eaci, mimeoed, with
acld, to boot, This arrived in a large envelopge along with a lotter I'rom
Eric, 4nd a large e¢nvelope 1t nesded, alright., [t has 50 pages to 1t, and
welghs about 6 oz, The I'ront and bacovers must sop wp tie ink, us the
effect 1y one of pure bleck. Cutting = stencil with acid is something L've
never trled bel'ore, and this is tho first time r've even heard or it, for
that mattor. The offect 1s good, but tlic bacover looks a Iittle overdone,
with all that black. and then egain, the pad doesn't always striko the
page evenly, the ink doesn't come through, or SUAMITAING doesn't always go
right, because my copy has a patch of white near the side, These are
small matters, tho, for the use o acid is the best I think could be done,
and the result far better than ordinary shading,

whon I opened TnIOD I noticed at once the photao~ofrset page inside,
Thish has Tour "rlying saucer' pics, which could have been easily faked,
and some honesteto-gosh faaamamans, too, Of course, L recognized bob bloch
at once in tne plcture with iarlan kliison, zvelyn uold, and sgo Clarke.
Gregg Calkins shocked mo with nis fish shirt, and prartly because he looks
something lilke me, vsoor thing. John Berry looked weird with his conserva-
tive sult, and Charles Wells looked intelligent. The flying saucers. looked
like old television tubes caught in rlight. and Dave Vendelmans looked,
Dave Smith tells us how to spell, but I already knew the stuff mentioned.
Thls is old hat compared to the chants I've heard at mecetings or the asrv.
oy once the editor doesn't review fanzines (ahem) and lets von allen do
it. Very good job, too. :ete royle has ramily trouble and left me wonder-
ing about willis' age. ian-Dance is an invercsting lettercol, and casy to
rcad. John Berry turns up again like lice, with "Coup de¢ Grass" and later
on with the "future distory of random', both first-class. Malash reveals
the fact that he 1s a fiend for all the world to see. but we¢ Knew that
already, so that's not new at all, TRIODE is a good mag, and I'm wondering
how to pronounce it, even tho it is onec or the bost things being pubbed
in England today. Get it.

ANDHOmeda, walt Ernsting, ed. huppichteroth/Siegkreis, Velken, Germany.
50 pI or maybe a letter, quarterly, mimeoed. ANDKO has its second issue
out, and it's a great im.rovement. The cover is drawn by a pro artist,
and a lot better than last issues'. walt nas been able to get some
scientilic articles and even a Clevention report ficm rsorry Ackerman,
which has raised the levcl some. The headings are on the adverage, but
the tyred ones don't make much of an impression., Yhe headings that are
illustrated are copied rrom the columns of the Stateside promags, and
still well-drawn. To kee. it from being cntirely sercon, walt has in-
cluded some fanzinc¢ reviews. Not many, but it's still something. Julain
rarr will probably have a further review of aANVDhO later on in this issue,
if every thing gocs right. At least he can read the material.

§ woll, that's all for this issue, L'll sec you latcr on if therc's
1t ; -== Grog
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JOE ¢IBSON, 6708 5, marrill, Cnicago 49, Ill,, scrawls......
Your chain-letter schemc is as bad as your ‘chola' campaign,

both arc nonsonse and I can't get interested. And tho usually 1'd be
quite pleased and smug about the .lay I got in Void 4--the lead article
and a good say in the letter column--it seemed this time L was rather
derressed by 1it,

The reason 1s sim.le enough: I hoped for more from Continental fans,
I'd like an article by Julain .arr on the "bonn Incident" srnsting men-
tions in hls article this 1sh, I'd like a more comyglete review of AnNDKO
end YKS by, say, Anne Steul, because all you did was merely say they were
rublished I'd like to know the titles of a few articles they had, who
wrote 'em, and what they were about, tven if I wrote the editors for
free cories, as you suggest, if they're in German I'd know
little more than I do now, after receiving tnem-~and I don't
know (you obviously didn't, either) tinat I would receive sn . _
but apparently things were popping around there so fast Y0 oo
trouble just keeping score, without banking any fancy sioc... e !

but I was slightly disapr.ointed that the letter coiumn bf*f
didn't have more discussion of Jansen's article, pParticulariy by !
Contifen, rather than so much jousting at chola windmills-- jf
or is it ginmills? must be I'm going Serlon! However, the % G
interest ovoked by your accounts of fan-gatherings, and Jan's of fan-fes-
tivities, was a purs symptom of Trurfan fever. Your continuecd reports
were the best thing in this issue, too; may as well reconcile yourself to
its becoming a regular column-ty.e feature Ifrom now on.

This sudden appearance of two (possibly three?) German fanzines
tends to make hash of some of my statcments in my article. Seems L dwelt
too much on the early growth of aAmerifandom via monthly promag letter
columns, assuming entirely too great a parallel between that prehistoric
era and the current growth of Gontinental fandom. I'd have remembered, if
I took time, that Amerifandom came onstage when stf collectors weren't
even called "collectors" because enough stf hadn't yet been printed to
makc a sizeable collection! but in Europe today, there arc collectors
with enough stf on hand to be called collectors; there are even enough
collectors around to be calling each other names! It is now guite obvious
that you don't neced a monthly promag letter column to start them corres-
ponding, publishing rfanzines, and forming fanclubs for the explicit pur-
pose thereof--with a rare sSerCon project actually completed, if only to
lend variety to the proceedings. and with as much activity as has shown
itself lately, I would guess there are far more stf enthusiasts in that
hunk of geograrhy than Jansen, krnsting, and most of the otners suspect.

Of course, 1'm not saying a monthly promag letter column wouldn't
help. It certainiy would, culling the fans from a Promag's mass oI readcrs.
But it was sheer accident that the U.S. ever had monthly str _Jromags when
we did. They were brought out by chain publishers, mere additions to thne
detective, western, and love-story pulps they were already publishing. and
few stf promags ever made money on a monthly schedule; more often, the
detective, western and love-story pulp zines paid off the losses of the
sf pulps. And for years, the publishers considercd sf to be a mere pare-
sitic growth--with the result that, during thoso same years, we had str]”
mags with lurid, bright colors and nakkid girls because that's what "
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sold the detective, western and love-story mags. s'ew 4amerifans at the
time were willing to eppreciate this situation,

Oddly onough, what killed off tae pulp magazines seemed to make sStf
popular, dnyway, the bottom drop.ed out of the pulp market---but when
Street « Smith, the biggest chain publisher, begin dropping its pulp mags
i1v found that Astounding was paying off, The same happened when 4iff-
Davls dropped all thelr pulps but Amazing and rfantastic. This news, amoung
publishers, is where the postwar boom ac%ually begin that rlooded the U,S.
newsstands with sf., The market was throughly gutted, It killed stf's pop-
ularity.

Now that the boom has gone, most stf mags are again rinding that
they can't show prorit on a monthly schedule, and today, wost of tnem
haven't any detective, western, or lovenszgfy brethren to gay the bills.
S0 tney're going bi-montaly or quarterly, Or just going. A lot of the good
prozine letter columns have veanished, New fans areonit being coaxed in from
the general readersnipy so readily, now., 4nd Amerifandom is diminishing in
size, We may get down to the hard core of 200~or-so dichards as we were
before the A~bomb. Or was it the V-27

So I would accept the belief that it may never be feasiblc to publish
a monthly s-f promag in ruropece--at loeast, not in the ncar future, out I
would ex,.ect this to only slow up the growth of suropean fandom, not fore-
stall it. 4nd things may definitely change. who can tell what effect that
artificial satellite will have on public imagination? It should beo fun to
watch. ((And here¢ I must admit anothor goof l've made, out maybe I'd better
let we tell it,..))

WALl BRNSTING, huppichteroth/sSicgkreis, Velken, Germany, sez.,,

would you be so nice to inform Joc Gibson: rirst I want to
thank him ror his good advice, I'm always willing to acccpt. but - sorry
to say - he 1s informed quite wrong! rirst: UTOrIA with its letter column
is monthly, not yuarteriy. Second: The SrCD was announced in UTOrIA and
will be ((has been came out two weeks ago))  announced again in the
UL'0s IA-Sonderband, ’the first German Sf-quarterly-ragazine, ‘hird: The
letter column in UYOFPIA appears with the full address of the writer. Dear
Joe. what do you think I published the 1list of members of the StCy so

Jpenly feor? Only to start a 'worldwide! correspondence! as you advised me.
L want to get the fans accquainted. - but I don't want somebody to pick up

'my' addrcsses and start his % “iown club, (pecause of lack of own
ettt A T “brain substance) put - and that is
% : the main probolm, Joo - there are
two types of stf fans: the chap
who 1s seriously interestcd in sf and
Scientific probelms, and the other
chap who 1s interested in fannish
fandom. (who doc¢sn't know why a
bullet comes back to marth - and
;. doesn't carc, either) out I don't
¥ understand why these two types will
‘not unite. 4ll the same, you call
~ both silly - perhaps you are right.
sut in any case it's better than
. Standing around waiting - for noth-
“. ing to come. Believe it or not, Joe,
wo will make it! ((So you see now
i, that UYUrIA is monthly, as I said
* before. The Teason I didn't know
;.. about 1t is that walt and I had a
7 S w2 . trading agreement set up, which was-
2 : 3 SLE n't too clear, and I thought I was
ARN, T Hi+ +het REQ getting ULOrIA all the time. The
lis K+ AGAINI" truth is that I only got a few issues
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walt sont mo a while back. I didn't bother to look at the dates, not
«nowing much German at the time, and only glancod briefly at tae pics.
from stf movies inside., So when I was writing the cuditor's note last issue
I morely figured back to the last copy of uTUrIa L'd received and based
my opinion on that, You can sec¢ it was wrong. rrom what l'vo heard, the
UTOrIA that comes out the most often has thc¢ worst storics. Lthis is pro-
bebly the truth, as tho one that does tnat (once every fortnight) contains
ugually space opera of no great worth.

In rerly to Joe's question about the reviews of YhS and AnDhO: YKS
has folded after three quick issues, all within one month, I becliove.Ann
Steul might put out a German-language fanzine with stroles and maybe a
few articles, and Jim and I have been contomplating putting out a small
mag called "hevicw'" or something (put down that ax, Vern!) which does
just that. rrobably rcnglish-languagc books Il'or the uerfen. more in the
con report, I hope.))

LEE KIDDLE, PNCA, USN, USS CASCADE (AD 16), +r0, nNuw York,

, Y., rambles.... Jo¢ Glbson makes a good point on the
troubles continental fandom would have in getting organized, but what ho
'ails to remember is that fans have always found a way of getting around
such barriers as language and currency rcstrictions. with the world at
so-called peace today, there aren't too many governmental restrictions
within free Burope and I am sure that some of these years, German fandom
#1ll again rise, I say "again' for I believe they were strong in the past,
although not known as fans.

VOID can be a good rallying point between knglish, American fans and
the fans in Germany and surrounding points. Jan Jansen does a good job
vith the bDutch and selgian fans, and you can do just as well with VOID for
the German fans. If you could get a good translator and print a few reviews
of American books and fanzines in German and circulate throughout tne few
Jerman fans that you know, you could have a good selling point for VOID,
the American fans would ask for VOID to see the German section, and the
Jerman fans would write for it to see the latest yprozine and fanzine news
in their native language. I don't know if you can work it out, but there's
a suggestion for you. I thought the flemish section in AurHA was its best
feature, although I couldn't read a woxd of it. ((Sorry, uece, and the
others who suggested something else along this line, but I can't do 1it.
for one thing, there 1s actually no real reasson for it. There is already
one German-language fanzine, aNVkO, while ann sSteul and Jim and I are
considering putting out our own., Also, slaus Unbehaun says he might bring
out moreo issuos of YKS in the future, if he can find tho time. ALFHA put
tranglations in because 1t neecded a selling point. I don't. VOID is the
Sizv I want 1t now, and any increaso in circulation over, say, 25, would
put us in bad. As it is now we can baroly squoeze by on thoe paper, stencils,
and ink. So I think I'll keep VOID as it is now, with maybe a gradual
increase, if any at all. After all, there are 150 Gerlfans, and my circula-
tion can't handle even half of them.))

KON bENNETT, 7 Southway, Arthurs Avenue, harrogate, Yorkshire,

England, comments.... I must disagree with Joe Gibson's re-
marks on the beginning of fanzines, which is a broad generalization and
nothing more; I'm suprised that Joe seems to consider it nicely pigeon-
holed as fact, ror instance -- and rforgive me for speaking of only myself
here, though I know it's true of many other fen I know -- I write to about
100 fen up and down kngland, the Continent and America. I rarely repeat
mysolf. why then 1s it casier to mimeograph 50 copies of a fanzine
than it 1s to write 50 letters? I put out the lotters and the fanzine,
rL0Y at loast didn't start in the way described by Joe, and I don't know
of a fanzine which did, considering 1've becn in on the beginning either
directly or very very indirectly of ORLIT, THE NEw rUTURIAN, bi, ruQY,
ARCTUNRUS and BIriD. rerhaps the nearest approach is with the Personal-4
Column of NEW rULUKIAN, though as far as I know michael hosenblum |:3



nasn't cven tho time to put the mag out thosc days (True. I saw mMichacl
this aftornoon, .result being that I'm cutting thc letter scction Ior nim,)
never mind writc lctters! As Tfor a continental fan being able to afford
those high-priccd American prozine subs! Hul I was charged 25 srancs in
Antworp for Galaxy (I'm not sure 1f 1t wasn't 35, but we'll lct 1t go).
+his works out at 3/7d for the mag, which 1s around 48 cents of Amcrican
moncy. Anyone want to work it out? On tie whole though DIGGING was an
interesting article and I'll look forward to sceing Joc¢ and Mrs. Gibson in
wondon in '57,

. "Harrogato in '58," --- Kon bLennett
TTI bBelleve Joe was referring to the early Ianzlnes, fon. Of course nowa-
Jays we.don't have to have zines tiat give out inrormation, Only, back
yhen fandom was just coming into being, the news was mostly about stf,
riters, mags, and the like, Something like a ncwszine would be the best
jescription of the early mags. and it is easier to mimeo 50 copies of a
1ewszine than repeat the same stuff in 50 lettcers.))

ROSE EBERT, Nurnberg, Kap,engassc 8, Germany, AUERICS.. ova o ase

You don't expect me to ass on these guote cards, do you? in
the first placc I don't know anybody L could send tacm €O unlcss I just
oick at random an address out of the avalache of zinecs that's buen hitting
me lately. There's even less chance ol my passing on thosc lucky chains.
If I'm not mistakcn, such stufr is forbidden in Gcrmany (when using tiac
mail for it, anyway) but that's not the reason, what would I do with 487
women? I could get along with cven onc. Seriously Grog, docs onc have to .
do things like that to be nappy and gay? Is it then true, that most civiliz-
ed people have lost the ability to make fun to such an oxtcnt that they
have to go to cxtremes, go to any length to procurc what they think it is?

I'1l explains This hunting for laughs in, what I consider a rather
hoctic matter looks to me like addiction, Tho simple dosc doesn't work any-
more, the system does not respond to it anymorec. 30 onc goes and takes a
double dose and then even a stronger one, until what one takes has no re-
semblance any more to the natural thing (fun) one started with, 1t's a
kind of perversity, as I see it. It's over-hcated, a hot-housc fun really
with a vegetation that could not stand up under our climate, could not be
considercd fun any more oexcept by the not-nouse pcople, Now I take run,
whenever I run across it. There's enough, if you keep your eyes open, with-
out having to hunt for it, artifically create it even. rheoreticalily L
should side with walt ((Ernsting)), I also am for stf rure and simple,but
knowing neither of the adversaries personally 1'11 have to refrain Irom
judgement., As I feel today I don't want to mecet anyone!

I expect Tuns don't live in harmony with each other all the time,
(perhaps they do so only occasionally, even) after all, one has to nave a
marked individuality (or maybe crazy?) to become a fan in the first place.
They couldn't be expected to live together as ~ocacefully (?) as normal .
people. They all 1like sf, but this seems to be a precious stone to them,
everyonc puts into a guite differcent setting than the next one, so when
they join hands there are scratches. I don't know.

quite suddenly it dawned on me what's wrong with fannish fans. You're
extroverts, all of you, bloody extroverts. fou're turned inside out 1ike
the corpses in a left-handed league, and when I get around to putting that
into a story you'll get it. Anothcr question. what do you get out of
these gquote cards? Is sending them a sign of your affection? ((!)) I'd
like to get hip to the ways of fans and there's no betier way than asking.
Anyway, it did me good to write, even though you probably can't make head
or tail of this letter. ((To be honsetly truthful and stuff, 1'd better
say that Rose has been informed that we aren't extroverts and don't go in
for too much fun, Beforc you write insulting lettcers for me to print, may-
be I ought to vlso mention that hose understands quote cards now, and I
think undcrstands what fannish fandom is. and don't look at me, 'causc I
only sent somc gquote cards and a chain lettor i roceived from Ann Steul.
but there's more....))



kOSe egeky (con'd)... You 2 5 (Y
know, L get the hang of /fb /////1
those quote cards, «#ilLi try them ny- ’ (R A

self somctime,

1 feel proudly honored ((2?)) e
by your answering that swiftly - or ,/ﬁﬂ5¥/ %ﬁ
was 1t just that you felt stung by \ 3 3
tho expression citrovert? aAlter aldi, =w,ArLH:m7

roughly all people are - or better - O S
can be classificd as elthcer cxtroverts
or introvcrts, it doesn't nccessarily
have to reach the stage where it
rightly should be called perversity
or madness, SVAKY NOMMAL BEING IS
NORMaAL ONLY BMCAUSES THE ABNORMAL
THhEATENS Il TO A HIS BALANCE,
Mental illness never is something
frighteningly new in a person's
make u., but juat the loss of balancec,
vid you ever - not even onco -~ doubt
your sanity? Then you never looked into ... :
yoursclf objectively. But then, perhaps you are too young for that. It
one would trcat all psycopaths, the whole thing would be roeversed and there
would be more sick pcople than sound ones and that of coursc would mean
that mental illness in "normal® as normality mcans majority. von't take it
hard, for - after all - who i3 to definc what still ia sound? w. would have
to have a dcni-god to do that. anyway, the American school of psychology
scts the cguation:

maximal adaptation = optimal dcvelopment

I protcst. Adaptation, iz necessary, yos, cveon vital - it may be, al-
ways makcs rfor mediocrity, a4 person is not ill, becausce he¢ has difficultios
in adapting. So why bc shocked at cexpressions like that? The first time a
Pcraon looks into himself he is shocked,

I don't know whether you follow my line of thought, but anyway, think-
ir:g of such mattecrs always onds up with two quotations, which hold cvery-
thin% there is to be said about it. Ono is from vord Byron out of ‘“mMan-
I'rcd” and onc from an unknown science fiction writer, wnosc namc I have
Torgotton:

"Wwho knows the most

must mourn thc¢ dccpest o'er the fatal truth

ITor the trec of knowledge

is not that of lirfe"
and
, 'To know this and still do the job, that mecans being humean, "
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